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New Orleans, April 1-4, 2010

“Creoles, Diasporas, Cosmopolitanisms”

The ACLA’s 2010 meeting in New Orleans—a city that has long prided itself on
its exceptional linguistic, legal and cultural statuses—gives an occasion for
reflecting on and extending the concept of the “creole.” Creole languages
appropriate pieces of other languages to make new composite grammars and
vocabularies; creole societies enroll, originally by force, bodies from diverse
places and tribes. The incorporation that might be singled out as the defining
feature of the “creole” interacts with the diffusion and memory characteristic of
the diaspora and with the attempt to construct or hold open a cosmopolitan cultural
space. For much of its history New Orleans has been, simultaneously and in
distinct ways, a place of creolization, of diaspora and of cosmopolitanism. These
dynamics also inform much of comparative literary research. Topics of particular
relevance to this theme include: translation and transliteration; embodiment and
quotation; “passing,” mimesis and parody; the “broken” or “bad” versions of
national languages that arise from contact situations; the mixing of genres;
relations among media seen in the light of translation versus creolization; gesture
and sign languages; competing mental geographies; memory and catastrophe; legal
statuses of the person in relation to those of the race, the nation, the species; and
the many meanings of jazz. 

The ACLA’s annual conferences have a unique structure in which most papers are
grouped into 9-12 person seminars that meet two hours per day, for the three days
of the conference, in order to foster discussion. Some 8-person seminars meet
the first two days of the conference. Previous conference programs that show
this structure are available at the ACLA website. The conference will also
include plenary sessions, workshops, a business meeting, a banquet, and other
events in downtown New Orleans and on the Tulane campus. We invite proposals
for seminars as well as individual paper proposals, which should be submitted via
the “ACLA 2010” link at the ACLA website: http://www.acla.org.

Seminar Proposal Deadline: October 15, 2009
Deadline for Paper Proposals: November 23, 2009

For more information, contact info@acla.org


