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LETTER FROM THE ACLA PRESIDENT  

SANDRA BERMANN 
 

Dear ACLA Colleagues, 
 

With summer here and plans already underway for the next academic year, I am 
writing with some updates on ACLA activities.  I am happy to report that our 
organization continues to be strong in numbers—some 1200 members now for three 
years running—and energetic in its ideas and outreach.  Our annual meetings and panels 
provide regular opportunities for elaborating new frameworks of study and new 
reflections upon literary works and issues, past and present. They also offer a direct and 
pleasurable means of collaborating with colleagues and disseminating our research. So let 
me mention here some recent events of interest and upcoming opportunities to join in this 
exciting work. 
 
ACLA 2008 at Long Beach, California April 24-27, 2008: 
 

As many of you know, a very successful ACLA conference took place this spring in 
Long Beach, California.  Generously sponsored by California State University at Long 
Beach, it drew over 1100 participants who presented papers, contributed to workshops, 
and attended plenary sessions.  A keynote address by Professor Emerita of Stanford 
University—and ACLA President Emerita—Marjorie Perloff on the topic, “Benjamin’s 
Passagenwerk as Paradigm for Information Age Poetics,” was a highlight of the 
convention and preceded our annual dinner in the grand salon of the Queen Mary.  Here, 
the ACLA book and article prizes for 2008 were announced.  Names and citations are 
now available at our website (http: www.acla.org/aclaprizes.html ). Congratulations to all 
our winners! 

Everyone appreciated the many events—and sunny venue—offered by the university 
and effectively arranged by Professor Carl Fisher.   His committee included special 
assistant Professor Sarah Babovic, along with Alwin Baum, Kathryn Chew, Elizabeth 
Dahab, Cheryl Goldstein, Nhora Serrano and Vlatka Velcic.  We thank you all for 
making this excellent conference possible.  As always, ACLA Secretary-Treasurer, 
Elizabeth Richmond-Garza contributed generously, handling everything from 
registration, travel grants and general information, to onsite help for individual 
participants.  Assisting her was Susan Harwood Kaczmarczik.  We thank you both—and 
wish Susan the very best as she leaves the ACLA for a new position after several years of 
dedicated service to our organization.   
 
ACLA at the MLA, December 27-30, 2008: 
 

There will be many reasons to travel to San Francisco for this year’s Modern 
Language Association meeting.  Among those good reasons—aside from the beautiful 
city and lovely weather—will be two ACLA panels.  One is entitled “Comparative 
Literature and Media Studies: Convergence or Opposition?” with Haun Saussy presiding. 
Speakers include Jeffrey Wallen (Hampshire College), Brian Lennon (Pennsylvania State 
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University), Paul Benzon (Rutgers University) and Marck Ruppel (University of 
Maryland).  The second panel is “Comparative Literature and Law in an Age of 
Globalism,” with Sandra Bermann presiding.  It features Teemu Ruskola (Emory Law 
School), Elizabeth Anker (Cornell University) and Joseph Slaughter (Columbia 
University) as panelists.   Please check our website, http://acla.org/aclamla.html, for 
further details about these and related sessions.  We look forward to seeing many of you 
in San Francisco. 
 
ACLA 2009 at Harvard, March 26-29, 2009: 
 

It is not too early to begin making plans for the next ACLA conference, to be held at 
Harvard University in Cambridge, Massachusetts from March 26-29, 2009.  We are 
grateful to Professor David Damrosch, Stephanie Frampton and all those at Harvard who 
are organizing what will surely be an exciting and productive gathering.  The conference 
topic, “Global Languages, Local Cultures” offers many opportunities for exploring 
languages and literatures in their interactions over the centuries.  Questions of linguistic 
and cultural hegemony; interactions between literary languages and the ‘languages’ of 
other disciplines and humanistic traditions; empires and postcolonial situations; issues of 
translation, be they practical or theoretical; and the movements of genres across cultural 
spaces are some of the possibilities.  You can take a closer look at the Call for Papers on 
the ACLA conference website and begin planning your contributions. 

As all recent ACLA conferences, this one has a distinctive organization, with 
individual papers grouped into 9-12 person seminars meeting two hours per day for the 
three days of the conference. Some 8-person seminars will meet for the first two days of 
the conference only.  We have found that this seminar format encourages discussion 
among colleagues and fosters the sort of collaboration essential to our field.  The deadline 
for seminar proposals is September 15, 2008; the deadline for papers is November 1, 
2008. 

Please remember that in order to participate in the conference, you must be a current 
member of the ACLA.  You can renew your membership now when you visit the ACLA 
website info@acla.org, or at the conference website in the coming months.  On the form, 
you will also find a section where you can make an extra contribution to our travel 
fellowship funds or our prize funds.  Your donations are much appreciated as we attempt 
to extend our outreach to more graduate students and colleagues, and continue to offer 
our academic prizes.  So if you are able to contribute, please do.  Your generosity will 
make a big difference to the future of our growing organization.  

 
ACLA Prizes and Institutional Memberships: 
 

Elizabeth Richmond-Garza will be writing soon with details about nominating books, 
articles and conference papers for our ACLA prizes: The Harry Levin Prize, awarded to 
the best book in literary history or criticism; the Owen Aldridge Prize, cosponsored with 
Comparative Literature Studies, for the best graduate student article on any comparative 
topic; the Horst Frenz Prize, given to the best paper presented by a graduate student at the 
annual meeting of the ACLA; and the Charles Bernheimer Prize, which goes to the best 
dissertation nominated by a department or program that is an institutional member of the 
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ACLA.  All winners will be announced at the Spring 2009 conference.  So be sure to 
watch for announcements, update your institutional memberships, and propose the work 
of your colleagues and students. 

At our last ACLA meeting, we voted to institute two new prizes: one for the best 
undergraduate essay, and one for the best Master’s thesis.  We are currently working on 
the details and funding of these awards that will be given for the first time at ACLA 
2010.  We believe these new prizes will help our organization reach a much wider range 
of students and colleagues, and will be yet another way to encourage excellence in our 
field. 
 
ACLA Elections: 
 

In this general election year, we also hold our ACLA elections.  This fall, it will be 
time to elect a new Vice President (our President-elect) and four new members of our 
advisory board.  Election information will go out in early fall, with the election itself 
scheduled to take place online between October 15 and November 15.  When the time 
comes, do remember to cast your vote for the new leaders of the ACLA.  
 
With Many Thanks:  
 

As current President, it is my great pleasure to thank all who have contributed this 
past academic year to the ACLA.  Above all, this means our extraordinary members, 
from graduate students to emeriti to independent scholars, whose engagement with the 
field brings so much insight to comparative literature—and to the humanities more 
generally. With the broadening linguistic and cultural reach of our teaching and 
scholarship, and our intensified interdisciplinary thinking, ours is a field with much to 
offer to the twenty-first century.  The many excellent papers at the Long Beach 
conference, and the publications honored there through the ACLA Prizes suggest that 
comparative literature is already shaping a more wide-ranging and reflective humanities 
for the future.  

To those colleagues who have served as judges on our prize committees I would like 
to extend a special thanks.  A number completed their service this year: Djelal Kadir, 
who served on our Wellek/Levin committee for three years and chaired it in 2008; 
Ronald Bogue, who chaired the Bernheimer committee for several years, and Steven 
Yao, who served as one of its long-term members.  Francoise Lionnet served a term on 
the Bernheimer Prize committee, Christopher Bush, and Corinne Scheiner a year on the 
Aldridge.  Eric Hayot completed a term on the Aldridge Committee only to move to the 
Bernheimer—a sign of true, and much appreciated dedication.  A warm thanks also to our 
advisory committee, Thomas Beebee, Bella Brodzki, Xiaomei Chen, Rita Felski, Beatrice 
Hanssen, Djelal Kadir, Claudia Brodsky Lacour, Seth Lerer, Pericles Lewis, and Steven 
Yao, and to our graduate representatives Joshua Beall and Giovanna Montenegro for their 
hard work, their wisdom—and for their cheerful presence at those 8AM board meetings! 

Caroline D. Eckhardt, who has worked for years as President of our sister 
organization, the ADPCL (Association of Departments and Programs of Comparative 
Literature) also deserves special thanks. This year, the ADPCL won affiliate organization 
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status in the MLA, giving us all an ampler number of panels to attend at the MLA and a 
fuller representation of our field. 

Last but not least, I would like to thank my fellow officers for their work this year—
Haun Saussy for his many contributions as Vice President, and also for agreeing to 
organize ACLA 2010.  To our Secretary-Treasurer Elizabeth Richmond-Garza, along 
with her colleagues at the University of Texas, Austin, we owe the greatest thanks of all.  
They have ably taken on ever-increasing responsibilities as our organization has nearly 
doubled in size.  Without their resourcefulness and hard work, the organization could 
never be what it is today.   

Until we next meet—and I hope it will be at the MLA and the ACLA—I send you all 
my best wishes for a fulfilling year ahead! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Sandra Bermann 
President of the ACLA 

 
 
 
 

LETTER FROM THE ADPCL PRESIDENT, CAROLINE D. ECKHARDT,  
AND SECRETARY-TREASURER, CORINNE SCHEINER 

 
Dear Colleagues, 
  

This letter is a brief annual report on the Association of Departments and Programs of 
Comparative Literature (ADPCL), a sister organization of the ACLA.  The ADPCL is the 
administrative organization for Comparative Literature department and program chairs, 
graduate or undergraduate officers, committee chairs, etc. – anyone with institutional 
responsibility for fostering Comparative Literature.   If your Comparative Literature unit 
(department, program, curriculum, committee, cluster of courses) is not yet a member, 
please recommend membership to your chair or other administrator.  Our website is 
http://www.adpcl.org.  The ADPCL is also linked to the MLA, as noted below. 

Last year at this time, we had two special accomplishments to report.  First, the 
ADPCL’s report on undergraduate Comparative Literature majors throughout the US 
appeared was published:  the reference is Association of Departments and Programs of 
Comparative Literature, “2005 Report on the Undergraduate Comparative Literature 
Curriculum,” Profession 2006:  177-197.  The first such study since 1975, this article will 
make useful reading for some time to come.  A follow-up study of graduate programs is 
planned.  Second, our status as an MLA Allied Organization, pending for several years, 
was approved in June 2007; this means that the ADPCL can schedule sessions at annual 
meetings of the MLA without petitioning for a special session each year as we’ve done in 
the past.  Members are invited to offer suggestions for how best to use this MLA 
convention opportunity. 

Though this year has not seen a similar completion of large projects, the ADPCL has 
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continued to give visibility to professional and institutional topics.  At the December 
2007 meeting of the MLA in Chicago, we held a session on questions of teaching 
Comparative Literature, called “Who’s (Not Afraid of) Teaching Comparative 
Literature?” with Pericles Lewis, Yale University, speaking on “The Place of 
Comparative Literature in a Global University”; Nancy Blake, University of Illinois, 
“What Do I Teach When I Teach Comparative Literature?” and Corinne Scheiner, 
Colorado College, “Always Depending on the Kindness of Strangers:  Staffing 
Comparative Literature at a Liberal Arts College.”  At the April 2008 meeting of the 
ACLA in Long Beach, we held two sessions, one of them a breakfast meeting for 
department and programs chairs.  Continuing our collaboration with the ACLA’s 
Graduate Caucus, we then presented a round table on “The Terminal M.A. in 
Comparative Literature,” with speakers Ellen Peel, San Francisco State University; Gail 
Finney, University of California at Davis; George Handley, Brigham Young University; 
Irene Sywenky, University of Alberta; graduate students Vered Weiss, San Francisco 
State; Joshua Beall, Rutgers (ACLA Graduate Student Representative); and Giovanna 
Montenegro, UC Davis (also an ACLA Graduate Student Representative). 

Looking forward, the ADPCL will sponsor two sessions at the December 2008 
meeting, one organized by Sandra Bermann (Princeton), the other by Thomas Beebee 
(Penn State).  Do watch for these sessions when the November issue of PMLA, the 
program issue, comes out.   In addition, the MLA volume Teaching World Literature, 
edited by David Damrosch (Columbia University), is expected to be published in time for 
the ACLA meeting in March 2009.  The ADPCL has a longstanding interest in both of 
the concepts here – teaching (and how it is institutionalized) and world literature 
(however defined) – and we are planning an ACLA session in conjunction with the 
release of the book. 

As in previous years, the ADPCL has again provided the annual listing of 
Comparative Literature units that is published in the September Directory issue of 
PMLA.  Please check this listing when it appears and let us know (adpcl@psu.edu) if 
your institution’s entry is missing or incorrect, so it can be updated next year.    Again, do 
send in your ideas, so the ADPCL can better represent Comparative Literature at our 
various institution; and send in your membership if you haven’t already done so. 

 
Best regards, 
  
 Caroline D. Eckhardt 
      ADPCL President (Penn State, e82@psu.edu) 
 
 Corinne Scheiner 
       ADPCL Secretary-Treasurer (Colorado College, cscheiner@ColoradoCollege.edu) 
 
http://www.adpcl.org 
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An Invitation to J oin the ACLA 

 
Why join the ACLA? 
 

• We keep you informed about the latest developments in the discipline and the profession through our journal, 
Comparative Literature, the ACLA Bulletin, our website, and regular emails to the membership. 

• Our annual meetings are collegial, intellectually stimulating, and rewarding. They combine intimate conversation within 
seminars with defining disciplinary presentations. In 2009 we shall be hosted by Harvard University and in 2010 we 
shall meet in New Orleans.  We also sponsor two panels and co-host a social event with the School of Criticism and 
Theory at the annual MLA meeting. 

• Our website, www.acla.org is the primary resource for the field in North America and internationally It provides an up-
to-date and dynamic virtual resource and meeting place for scholars are students in the field. We hope you will let us 
know at the Secretariat (info@acla.org) how we may enrich it and make it even more useful. 

• ACLA members receive a subscription to Comparative Literature and membership in the International Comparative 
Literature Association (ICLA), which meets triennially in cities around the world. The XIXth Congress of the International 
Comparative Literature Association will meet in Daegu, Korea in 2010. Members may also join the Southern 
Comparative Literature Association (SCLA), which will hold its Thirty-Fourth Annual Conference from October 2-4, 2008 
at Auburn University, Alabama, and receive The Comparatist at a reduced rate. Members may subscribe at reduced rates 
to additional comparative literature journals: Comparative Literature Studies, World Literature Today, Yearbook of 
Comparative & General Literature, and Symploké. 

• When you become a member, you become a part of our database which will assure that you receive timely email 
notification of important events, publications and opportunities in the field both in North America and elsewhere. 

• When your department or program becomes an institutional member of the ACLA/ADPCL, you and your colleagues will 
help to define and support the discipline and will be able to nominate your students for the Bernheimer Award. 

• The ACLA is defined by the commitment, intellectual energy and scholarly distinction of its members. We need your 
presence, contribution and support to continue to thrive and to become an ever more crucial voice in shaping our field 
and the humanities. We hope you will join us! 

 

  $55 for a Regular /Faculty one-year membership (Includes ICLA membership) 
  $30 for an emeritus (ACLA membership only/$40 including ICLA membership) 
  $25 for student, part-time, currently unemployed (ACLA membership only/ $35 including ICLA membership) 
  $100 Institutional/Departmental membership (includes ACLA and ADPCL membership)  

All 2008 memberships include a subscription to Comparative Literature.  Beginning with 2009 membership year, student 
memberships will no longer include a subscription but students will have the option of adding one for $25. 

 
Please make or renew your membership on line at:  www.acla.org 
Or write to us at: ACLA Secretariat, The University of Texas-Austin  

Program in Comparative Literature  
 1 University Station B5003 
 Austin, TX 78712-0196 

Questions?  Please contact us at info@acla.org or 512-471-8020. 
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MLA ANNUAL MEETING  
December 2008, San Francisco 

ACLA ALLIED ORGANIZATION SESSIONS  
 

The ACLA and ADPCL sponsor panels at the MLA Convention in San Francisco. 
We hope that you will join us for these comparative sessions and for our cash bar, shared 
with the School for Criticism and Theory, from 5:15-6:30 p.m. on Sunday, December 28th 
at the Hilton, San Francisco. 
 

36. Comparative Literature and Law in an Age of Globalism 
3:30–4:45 p.m., 27 December, San Francisco Marriott 
Presider: Sandra L. Bermann (Princeton University) 

 
1. Teemu Ruskola (Emory University Law School) “The Subject of Law: On the 

State as an ‘International Legal Person’” 
2. Elizabeth Anker (Cornell University) “Translating Human Rights”  
3. Joseph Slaughter (Columbia University) “Literary Trafficking: The World Novel 

and The Illicit Text Trade” 
 

91. Comparative Literature and Translation Studies 
5:15–6:30 p.m., 27 December, San Francisco Marriott 

Program arranged by the ADPCL 
Presiding: Sandra L. Bermann, Princeton Univ. 

 
1. Rosemary Arrojo (Binghamton Univ., State Univ. of New York) “The 

Vicissitudes of Translation Studies as an Interdiscipline,” 
2. Michael Heim (Univ. of California, Los Angeles) “Integrating Translation into the 

Curriculum” 
3. Suzanne Jill Levine (Univ. of California, Santa Barbara) “Translation Studies 

and/in Comparative Literature” 
  

181. Evaluating and Publishing Comparative Scholarship: 
A Roundtable with Journal Editors 

8:30-9:45, Sunday, 28 December, San Francisco Marriott 
Program arranged by the ADPCL 

Presider: Thomas Oliver Beebee, Comparative Literature Studies 
 

Speakers: Christopher Sheehan Braider, Comparative Literature; Jeffrey R. 
Di Leo, Symploke; Dorothy Figueira, The Comparatist; Steven Tötösy de 
Zepetnek, CLCWeb; Jenny Webb, The Comparatist 

For copies of abstracts, visit www.cl-studies.psu.edu/MLA08. 
 

363. Comparative Literature and Media Studies: Convergence or Opposition? 
3:30-4:45, Sunday, 28 December, San Francisco Marriot 

!Presider: Haun Saussy (Yale University) 
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1. Jeffrey D. Wallen (Hampshire College) “Remediation Yes, Media Studies No”  
2. Brian Lennon (Penn State Univ., College Park) “New Media Critical Homologies” 
3. Paul Benzon (Rutgers Univ., New Brunswick) “Reading and Writing 419: Digital 

Media and the Geopolitics of Multiauthorial Narrative”  
4. Marc Ruppel (Univ. of Maryland, College Park) “Narrative Convergence and the 

New Medial Ecology” 

 
 

CFP:  ACLA ANNUAL MEETING 2009  
 “Global Languages, Local Cultures”  

Harvard University 
March 26-29, 2009 

 
From the early spreading of languages such as Greek, Chinese, Latin, and Arabic 

across broad regions to the present age of globalization, local literary cultures have long 
had to interact with hegemonic languages and literatures of foreign origin. As Hutcheson 
Macaulay Posnett argued in his book Comparative Literature as early as 1886, world 
literature first arose in antiquity long before the rise of the individual national literatures. 
The theme of “Global languages, local cultures” can offer avenues into many lines of 
inquiry: explorations of “minor literatures”; regionalism and transregional relations; 
empires and postcolonial situations; interactions of literature with religious and 
philosophical traditions; classical literatures and modern offshoots or responses; 
“standard” languages, creoles, and vernaculars; movements of genres into new cultural 
spaces; translation theory and practice; relations of literature, music, film, and other arts. 

The ACLA’s annual conferences have a unique structure in which most papers are 
grouped into 9-12 person seminars that meet two hours per day, for the three days of the 
conference, in order to foster discussion. Some 8-person seminars meet the first two days 
of the conference. Previous� conference programs that show this structure are available at 
the ACLA website. The conference will also include plenary sessions, workshops, a 
business meeting, a banquet, and other events on and off the Harvard campus. We invite 
proposals for seminars as well as individual paper proposals, which should be submitted 
through the ACLA website at http://www.acla.org/acla2009/ 

 
Seminar Proposal Deadline: September 15, 2008� 
Paper Proposal Deadline: November 1, 2008 
 

For more information, contact conference@acla.org 
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RECOGNITION OF CONTRIBUTORS TO THE ACLA ENDOWMENTS AND 
INSTITUTIONAL MEMERBSHIPS  

 
The ACLA wishes gratefully to acknowledge the generous contributions made this 

year to our endowments, the Charles Bernheimer Endowment for Outstanding Graduate 
Research in Comparative Literature, the Haskell M. Block Endowment for the Support of 
International Students, and the general ACLA endowments.  These funds, which honor 
the year’s outstanding dissertation, fund graduate student travel to the annual meeting of 
the ACLA, and support the association’s mission, assure and enhance the future of the 
field of Comparative Literature through our graduate students and colleagues by 
recognizing their achievements and assisting them to participate fully in the scholarly life 
of the association. 

 
Particularly generous benefactors of the ACLA this year included:  John Burt Foster, 

David Hertz, and Kathleen Komar.  We also wish to thank the dozens of members whose 
contributions have made possible the enhancement and growth of our travel grant 
programs. 

 
The ACLA would also like to thank our institutional members for their support.  The 

ACLA’s 2007 institutional members comprised: 
 

Duke University 
New York University 
Pennsylvania State University 
Princeton University 
Reed College 
Salve Regina University 
San Francisco State University 
Stanford University 
Transylvania University Library 
Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México 
University of Alberta 
University of Arkansas 
University of California - Davis 
University of California - Irvine 
University of Connecticut 
University of Pennsylvania 
University of Texas at Austin 
Yale University 
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COMPARATIVE LITERATURE PRIZES FOR  2008 
 

The René Wellek Prize 
 

The René Wellek Prize, given in alternate years with the Harry Levin Prize, is this 
country’s most prestigious book award in the discipline of comparative literature.  The 
Wellek Prize recognizes an outstanding work in the field of literary and cultural theory. 
The 2008 Wellek Prize comprised books published in the triennium 2005-2007. The 
award was presented at the ACLA Annual Meeting (Long Beach California) in April 
2007. 

The winner of the 2008 winner of the René Wellek Prize was Joseph Slaughter for his 
book, Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative Form, and International Law 
(New York: Fordham UP, 2007).  Honorable mention was awarded to Natalie Melas for 
her book, All the Difference in the World: Postcoloniality and the Ends of Comparison 
(Stanford: Stanford UP, 2007).  The Prize Committee for 2007-2008 was: Djelal Kadir 
(chair, Pennsylvania State University), Jonathan Culler (Cornell University), and Gail 
Finney (University of California – Davis). 

 
Announcing the 2009 Harry Levin Prize:  
 

Those books eligible for the Levin Prize emphasize literary history or criticism as 
opposed to theory; in the spirit of comparative literature, they are engaged with more than 
one national literature or with issues of literary study in general. The 2009 Levin Prize 
comprises books published in the triennium 2006-2008, and the award will be presented 
at the ACLA Annual Meeting at Harvard University in March 2009.  Please consult the 
ACLA website for additional information about the competition at: 

 
http://www.acla.org/levinandwellek.html   

 
The A. Owen Aldridge Prize 
 

The A. Owen Aldridge prize is awarded to the best graduate student essay selected 
from a competition. Comparative Literature Studies, at the Pennsylvania State University 
Press, publishes this annual prize-paper. The winner also receives a monetary prize, as 
well as complimentary registration, a complimentary ticket to the banquet and a travel 
reimbursement grant of up to $300 to facilitate the recipient attending the ACLA 
conference hosted at which the prize will be awarded.  The purpose of this competition is 
to encourage and recognize excellence in scholarship among graduate students and to 
reward the highest achievement by publication. This project is sponsored by Comparative 
Literature Studies in cooperation with the ACLA and supported by the Department of 
Comparative Literature at Penn State.  The winner of the 2008 A. Owen Aldridge prize 
was Ning Ma (Princeton University), for her essay, “When Robinson Crusoe Meets 
Ximen Qing: Material Egoism in the First Chinese and English Novels.” The prize 
committee for 2007-08 was: Thomas Beebee (chair, Pennsylvania State University), 
�Christopher P. Bush (Princeton University�), Eric Hayot (University of Arizona�), Corinne 
Scheiner, (Colorado College). 
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Graduate students are encouraged to submit a polished paper in English, 
approximately 15-20 pages long (double-spaced), following the MLA Style Manual, 
prepared for anonymous evaluation. The deadline for the 2008 Aldridge prize 
competition is November 15, 2008.  Further information on the Aldridge prize can be 
found at: 

http://www.acla.org/aldridge.html  
 
The Charles Bernheimer Prize 
 

The Bernheimer Prize goes to the best dissertation nominated by a department or 
program that is an Institutional Member of the ACLA. Each institutional member may 
nominate one dissertation in the field of comparative literature, identified as the best 
without regard to actual departmental affiliation.  The prize carries an award of $1,000 
and a certificate, as well as complimentary registration, complimentary ticket to the 
banquet and a travel grant of $300 to facilitate the recipient attending the ACLA 
conference at which the prize is awarded. 

The winner of the 2008 Bernheimer Prize was Marisa Galvez (Stanford University), 
for her dissertation, “Medium as Genre: A Historical Phenomenology of the Medieval 
Songbook in the Occitan, German, and Castilian Traditions.”  The prize committee for 
2007-08 was: Ronald Bogue (chair, University of Georgia – Athens), Françoise Lionnet 
(University of California – Los Angeles), and Steven Yao (Hamilton College). 

To nominate a dissertation for the 2009 Bernheimer Prize, please notify the ACLA 
secretariat, Elizabeth Richmond-Garza, and the chair of the committee by November 15, 
2008. In order to be eligible the dissertation must have been completed by July 1, 2008.  
Nominators should submit a letter or report of one or two pages, outlining the exceptional 
qualities of the nominated dissertation. Copies of the nominating letter should be sent, 
along with copies of the dissertation, to each member of the committee. Further 
information on the Bernheimer prize can be found at: 

 
http://www.acla.org/bernheimer.html  

  
The Horst Frenz Prize 
 

The Horst Frenz Prize is awarded to the best paper presented by a graduate student at 
the annual meeting of the ACLA. The Horst Frenz Prize consists of a $300 Amazon.com 
book coupon, complimentary registration and a complimentary ticket to the banquet, and 
a travel reimbursement grant of up to $300 to attend the following year’s ACLA 
Conference to receive the award in person, as well as publication of the paper in the 
Yearbook of Comparative and General Literature. 

The winner of the 2008 Horst Frenz Prize was Sharareh Frouzesh Bennett (University 
of California – Irvine), for her paper, “The Politics of Appropriation: Writing, 
Responsibility, and the Specter of the Native Informant.”  Honorable Mention was 
awarded to Kyla Schuller (University of California – San Diego), for her paper, “The 
Fossil and the Photograph: Capturing the ‘Primitive’ in the Museum and Boarding 
School.”  The jury for the ACLA 2008 Long Beach conference was:  Eugene Eoyang 
(chair, Indiana University and Lingnan University, Hong Kong), Virginia Jackson (Tufts 
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University) and Pericles Lewis (Yale University). 
Nominations of a graduate student whose presentation at the 2008 conference in Long 

Beach was especially outstanding, should be sent, with as much information as possible 
(name of presenter, paper title, e-mail, etc.) and an explanation of what distinguished the 
paper, to the ACLA Secretariat, Elizabeth Richmond-Garza. The deadline for 
nominations is September 15, 2008.  Further information on the Frenz prize can be found 
at:  

http://www.acla.org/frenz.html 
 

 
 

2008 RENÉ WELLEK CITATIONS  
 

 2008 Wellek Prize Winner: 
Joseph Slaughter, Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative Form, and 

International Law (Fordham University Press, 2007) 
 

Joseph Slaughter’s Human Rights, Inc.: The World Novel, Narrative Form, and 
International Law is truly interdisciplinary, reading literature through law in a way that 
demonstrates a deep familiarity with both. At a time when Human Rights has become an 
important focus of interest in literary and cultural studies, Joseph Slaughter’s magisterial 
book explores what he argues is the crucial role of the novel, and particularly the 
European Bildungsroman, in creating the subject of human rights, the subject on whom 
rights can be predicated. Reading European novels and their post-colonial successors, 
Slaughter shows how they have done crucial socio-cultural work in the absence of 
alternative international structures that might articulate and enforce human rights by 
naturalizing the subject of rights and rendering intelligible a conception of the individual 
to whom human rights law can then apply. Slaughter argues, and demonstrates, that the 
Bildungsroman can be read as the cultural correlative of Human rights, that both the 
Bildungsroman and human rights are globalized in our time by the widespread translation 
of the humanism they share as well as by a consumer-driven commodity economy. 
Human Rights, Inc. is theoretically sophisticated and historically informed, drawing on 
Jürgen Habermas’s analysis of the rise and fall of the liberal public sphere in the 
eighteenth century and on accounts of the contemporaneous formation of the modern, 
rights-based national state. But he also examines the complicity of human rights law and 
the novel with globalization and multinational capitalism. 

Human Rights, Inc. is enormously erudite and ambitious. Against the backdrop of the 
older European Bildungsroman, Slaughter treats a global range of contemporary 
postcolonial Bildungsromane by writers such as Calixthe Beyala (Cameroon), Marjorie 
Oludhe Macgoye (Kenya), Tunana Mercado (Argentina), Michael Ondaatje (Canada via 
Sri Lanka [at that time Ceylon]), Epeli Hau’ofa (Tonga), Tsitsi Dangarembga (Zimbabwe 
[at that time Rhodesia]), and Christopher Hope (South Africa). Wide ranging in its 
literary reference and in its exploration of historical movements and theoretical 
discourses relevant to human rights, this is an original account of the role of the novel in 
our time that raises important ethical questions while keeping comparative literary study 
clearly in view. 



ACLA BULLETIN/xiv 

Illuminating the postcolonial transformation of the humanistic values at the 
foundation of the classical Bildungsroman, the book has much to say about the globalized 
world we live in today. In other words, the study represents comparative literary theory 
and practice at their best. 

 
2008 Wellek Honorable Mention: 

Natalie Melas, All the Difference in the World: Postcoloniality and the Ends of 
Comparison (Stanford University Press, 2007) 

 
Beautifully written and precise in its engagements with the literature of the colonial 

and post-colonial condition, Natalie Melas’s All the Difference in the World: 
Postcoloniality and the Ends of Comparison is a brilliant study of the idea of comparison 
and a exploration of the possibilities of comparative literature in the world that confronts 
us today and tomorrow. Rethinking the enterprise of comparative literature itself, All the 
Difference in the World examines examples of postcolonial comparison by focusing on 
forms of “incommensurability” – comparisons in which there exists a basis for 
comparison but no standard of equivalence. In this compelling study, she performs close, 
carefully wrought analyses of texts by Joseph Conrad, Derek Walcott, Aimé Césaire, and 
Simone Schwarz-Bart, accentuating moments of temporal, spatial, gender-based, 
political, and economic slippage, dissimilation, and disproportionality and thereby 
complicating and enriching our understanding of postcolonialism. Melas elucidates her 
readings through theoretical writings of Jean-Luc Nancy, Edouard Glissant, especially in 
her juxtaposition of these cultural theorists to our ongoing discussion about the nature 
and focus of our disciplinary concerns in the field of comparative literature. 
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